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In Parliament
Transport (30th November)
The Transport undersecretary in a debate on Mobility Scooters said 
“As for other transport vehicles, research has also shown that increasing numbers of the most popular mobility scooters on the market will now fit into the so-called "reference wheelchair" space. That has resulted in confusion as to whether they can be used on public transport since operators have adopted different policies for dealing with them. I want to ensure that we end that confusion. It has been done for wheelchairs, so we can do it for scooters.”
Protection against forced marriage (December 3rd)
The undersecretary from the Equalities office said: “…the Forced Marriage Unit (a joint Home Office/Foreign and Commonwealth Office unit) [today] launches multi-agency practice guidelines for supporting people with learning disabilities.

The guidelines have been developed to assist frontline professionals, such as the police, children and adults social care services, education and health professionals, care workers, charities and volunteers handling cases of forced marriage involving people with learning disabilities. It covers issues relating to a person's capacity to consent and the use of the Mental Capacity Act 2005 to establish this.”

Support for disabled homeowners unable to work (December 2nd)

In a written reply, Undersecretary of State for Disabled People said “Disabled home-owners who are entitled to income-related employment and support allowance or income support, may receive an additional element called support for mortgage interest. This makes a contribution towards the interest on eligible loans taken out to purchase the property. It also makes a contribution towards specific loans for repairs and improvements which are necessary to maintain the home's fitness for habitation or to loans taken out to adapt a home to meet the special needs of a disabled person.”

What our Local MPs have been saying

Emma Reynolds  Wolverhampton North East, Labour)
In a debate about School Sports funding, said “ the Government do not seem to understand that it is in deprived areas, where parents do not have the money to pay for their children to have coaching or to join expensive sports clubs, that the cuts will take us back more than a decade to when sporting opportunities were the preserve of the well off?”
Paul Uppal (Wolverhampton South West, Conservative)
wrote to the Secretary of State for Transport to ask if he will take steps to improve access to public transport for (a) blind people and (b) people with other disabilities in (i) the West Midlands, (ii) Wolverhampton South West constituency and (iii) nationally.
The undersecretary replied "By way of improvements to physical accessibility, national deadlines ranging between 2015 and 2020 are in place for public transport vehicles to meet modern accessibility standards. In addition, I am currently considering plans for implementation of provisions in the Equality Act 2010 which aim to ensure better levels of wheelchair access to taxis both in terms of availability and assistance. I will be making an announcement in due course....By 2015, nine rail stations in the West Midlands will receive an accessible, step-free route as part of the Access for All programme. A further 90 stations have been offered funding for a variety of smaller scale access improvements including the installation of tactile surfaces, lighting upgrades, public address systems, signage and automatic doors. In line with the Coalition's localism agenda, it will be for local partnerships-integrated transport authorities working with local authorities and communities to identify solutions for local improvements."

Enamelling Day

 On Saturday, 4 December there was a Signed Event at Bilston Craft Gallery organised by Jacqueline Law.  This  was a workshop led by enamel designer Carol Griffin along with a BSL tour of the enamels at Bilston craft Gallery by Louise Buglass.  It was a free event with 8 places available on a first come first served basis.  I’m sure some of you know that I’m interested in art and photography but as for creating or drawings I’m normally hopeless to be honest but I thought it be interesting to learn the art of enamelling as well as create a piece that is uniquely mine. 

Hettie and I turned on Saturday morning not knowing what to expect except that the workshop would be conducted in BSL. Carol Griffin who ran the workshop is hearing and it was accessible through a BSL interpreter. Carol is a fully trained teacher who runs tuition in enamelling, workshops, accepts commissions so despite the communication barrier you still felt she was approachable and friendly.  She was a fantastic teacher, the interpreter was great as well, indeed the whole day was such a positive experience.  

I made a new dog tag for Hettie and a cat pendant. Guess no one is surprised about the dog tag then. You can see some of the enamels that we created on Carol’s website on www.carolgriffinenamels.com under workshops also the website is useful if you are interested in learning more about enamelling.

The tour by Louise Buglass who is Deaf herself was in BSL and a very interesting addition to the day.  I learnt new stuff which is good.  I don’t think a career in enamelling beckons but thanks to Jacqueline Law who organised it, it does meant that I and probably some of the other Deaf people present were able to take part in an event that was fully inclusive.

Jacqueline Law also organised other Signed Events as well as the Deaf Cafe held every Monday early afternoon at Wolverhampton Art Gallery, this is where Deaf people or students learning BSL can meet, enjoy nice tea and cakes, also take in the art on display at the gallery.  If you want information on forthcoming events then email jacqueline.law@wolverhampton.gov.uk.

 Ian n Hettie

A new Disability service from Ryder-Cheshire Volunteers

Society has come a long way since Leonard Cheshire decided to do something to reduce the social isolation suffered by some people with a physical disability.  It’s almost 25 years since Ryder Cheshire Volunteers (RCV) started their first project in Walingford Oxfordshire; but it is only now that the charity is looking to extend its service into the Black Country.

“I passionately believe that people with a disability should have the same opportunities and choices in everyday life as anyone else” said Steph Flower (RCV’s CEO). “RCV focuses on the similarities between people not their differences.  We use leisure and recreation as a means to establish bonds, and develop friendships. Having fun works its own magic in peoples’ lives and we  work on the premise that any activity is more fun when you’ve got a friend to share it with.”

RCV’s coordinators are special people whose job it is to get to know what members would enjoy doing and finding ways to make that happen. They do this by matching them to a volunteer who shares the same interests and the two of them pursue their activity together. “You name it!,” said Imelda Richardson (RCV Development Officer). “It may be football, live music or fishing; model glider flying, bird watching or parachuting; cookery, board games or walking the dog.” RCV also organise a programme of social events which members and volunteers can choose to attend.

Imelda is looking for people who would be interested in forming a steering group to set up a new branch of RCV in the Black Country.  “It is important that local branches are managed by local people who understand their own localities, while RCV Central supports them with the information and guidance they need.” 

RCV is looking for enthusiastic people with a range of life skills. If you would like to be involved in the steering group then contact Imelda on 01926 485447 or email  Imelda.richardson@rcv.org . More information about RCV is available on www.rcv.org.uk .

Best Entries - 100th Issue Photo Competition
“Wolverhampton – Access all areas”

Here are the best entries with their titles/explanations. The panel will pick a winner.
For more entries check out the website: www.1voice.org.uk/photocomp.htm
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Among the highlights of the annual festival are Beyond Sight, an exhibition of photography by visually-impaired people from India, and a performance and workshop by Krip Hop Nation, an international collective of disabled hip hop artists. Mat Fraser stars in a “comic cabaret of striptease, freak show and subversive song” ” with performance artist Julie Atlas Muz. In addition to this, he and disabled actor and writer Nabil Shaban are posing nude for Visual Artist, and former One Voice Chair, Tanya Raabe. 








Local News, Events  & Information


International Day of Disabled People�� 


We saw a funny and informative film updating us on the Flourish2BU disabled people's Health and Fitness programme.�We all had a lovely day, and met new people and shared ideas over lunch.


Link Open Forum�Wolverhampton link are holding their Winter Open Forum at the All Nations Centre, Temple Street, Wolverhampton. WV2 4AQ on Tuesday 14th December from 10am till 12.30pm.�The purpose of the day is to update members on LINk (Local Involvement Network) progress and give you the chance to have a say about Health and Social Care issues important to you.


One Voice Health & Fitness Events�One Voice is holding 2 Health & Fitness events in the coming weeks.�There is an event for 11-18 year olds at Blakenhall Community Healthy Living Centre at Bromley Street on Saturday the 11th December from 10am; And another event for adults on Thursday 20th January from 10.30am till 12.30pm. Disabled people have a chance to have a tour of the facilities and use the equipment, with induction fees and transport fees being paid by One Voice. �For more information or to book a place, contact Kevin Bailey at the One Voice office.��Festive Hat Walk – at 1.30 on December 10th	�Put on your favourite hat and come and join us in West Park on Friday 10th December for a walk and a mince pie! �Walking for Health are holding a Festive Hat Parade with Matt Murray from Wolves F.C on starting at 1.30pm at the Tea Room in West Park. Why not get creative and design your very own hat. The parade is one lap of West Park (approx 1 mile) and is suitable for all. Whatever the weather the parade will take place, so wrap up warm and bring a brolly just in case. �Please arrive by 1.15pm to ensure we start the parade on time, for more information please contact Mark Evans on 01902 444601.�




















Welcome to our winter newsletter














This month, information on a number of local events taking place in Wolverhampton now and over the holiday period, a page of information from Parliament on what our local MPs have been saying or writing and on what debates have been taking place relating to disabled people.


Cassandra gives her usual take-no-prisoners review of the year in terms of things affecting disabled people, we also have a review of a disability arts festival, a review of a signed arts event, 2 readers write short columns on employment and web �


All at One Voice wish you a wonderful holiday season!


(The views in this newsletter are not always what One Voice thinks, they are those of our contributors)


One Voice gets financial help with our work from Wolverhampton City Council
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Caption describing picture or graphic.





At the AGM 2010








International day of Disabled People was enjoyed by all!














accessibility, and Imelda from Ryder-Cheshire writes an article on the work her organisation does providing exciting leisure opportunities for disabled people.
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In our Hundredth issue we asked you to tell us why this picture is famous and why it is relevant to disabled people. Some of you correctly identified it as a picture commemorating the Yalta Agreement – when Churchill, Stalin and Roosevelt decided how Europe would be divided into east and west.


The disability interest: The picture is of the 3 most powerful men in the world and 2 of them were disabled people – Churchill had depression, and Roosevelt was a wheelchair user.








Picture Quiz





















































100th Issue Photo Competition


Here are some of the photos that were entered into our phto competition:





“Wolverhampton – Access all areas”








You can enter up to 3 photos in the competition.





You can send us printed/developed photos, or send them electronically by email.


The photos should be no larger than A4 size. 


Emailed jpgs should be no larger than 500kb each.





To enter the competition, you must be a disabled person who lives or works in Wolverhampton.





The deadline for entries is 1st December, and the winner will be announced in the December Newsletter. We will also print some of our favourite entries.





We are looking for good ideas in the photos you submit, so don’t worry if you are not a great photographer – just get out there and get snapping!

















�











Did you know that the One Voice website has lots of new pages and help?


You can now get information on money & debt, funding for your organisation or group, the latest job vacancies, applying for jobs, access, changes to tax and benefits, news, events, the disability network, other websites of interest to disabled people, DVD reviews, stories, essays, photos, as well as all you need to know as a disabled citizen in our Disabled People’s Directory.


So why not check it out?


If you don’t have internet at home you can use it for free 1 hour a week at your local library. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.1voice.org.uk" �www.1voice.org.uk�








Cassandra’s Column


So how do we think the coalition is doing after 6-7 months?


Firstly it’s hard to remember it’s a coalition since you can’t really recognise a LibDem policy in any of the Government’s decisions. They will be getting their referendum on voting reform, but while they have had to vote against their own policies in cabinet, Conservative cabinet members will be allowed to say no to voting reform.


I know voting reform is important to the LibDems – it is important to me too, but the Lib Dems seem to have got rid of all of their policies worth voting for, except this one, so even if we get reform, it won’t benefit them.


Disabled people, lower to middle income people students and women seem to be taking a harder hit from the Coalitions cuts than others, so if you are a low to middle income disabled woman student, this has not been a good year for you, and it’s only going to get worse.


The Government keeps telling us “we’re are all in it together”, but it sounds a bit like the pigs in George Orwell’s Animal Farm – some of us are more “in it” than others; and while the bankers, tax evaders and other rich who helped get the country in this mess seem to be “doing okay, thank you” (especially the 19 millionaires in cabinet, making all the decisions), the rest of us are struggling or living in fear.





But would things really be any better under a Labour or LibLab Government?


Labour also had plans to cut disability benefits.


Labour also had plans to change the way care was funded, and many of their ideas are now taken up by the Government (although mostly the ones that were ditched after everyone criticised them in the Care consultation).


Labour resisted the urge over many years to make employers do more to employ disabled people, so they have not helped the situation where disabled people whose lives cost more because of disabilities, will have benefits removed, but little or no chance of getting a job from a local employer.





The tackling of the Housing Benefits system seems like a good idea – why should we pay for people to live in high rent buildings that the average taxpayer could never afford? �The problem is that the government is punishing the people on Housing Benefit, rather than the landlords charging these excessive rents. Why has the Government been so quick to consider squeezing lower income people out of cities, housing, schools, rather than looking at bringing back rent control officers, or a tax on rent that is more than a certain amount per square metre of the accommodation – these things too, would tackle the problem of high Housing Benefits bills, but without punishing the people who have no control over the system – those on housing benefits.�And what happens about disabled people in sheltered or semi-sheltered housing – how will cuts in benefits, care and housing benefits help them, when many rents for these properties are over £300 a week?


And what about the pensions crisis? Is it fair that low income people should subsidise the pensions of government, health and council workers so that these people can get pensions in line with their final salary, while most of us have low or no pensions? Is it sensible to keep interest rates so low that there is no point to saving money – how does this encourage people to save for their care or their old age?


And is the rise to 20% in VAT in January going to undo what little recovery there is?


I know I wont be able to buy anything but the essentials – we can barely afford our fuel bills now – how about you? 


Happy 2011!


Cassandra’s views are ‘her’ own, they are not necessarily what One Voice thinks











Disabled people in Wolverhampton celebrated International Day of Disabled People in style at the Lighthouse on Friday 3rd December. �We saw interesting and imaginative films, stocked up on information from organisations, listened to a wonderful disabled people's choir (we hope to do a feature on them next year), worked with an artist on a banner about what is important to us as disabled people, and did some seasonal painting too!
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Send your solution to the office by 10th January with your name and address for a chance to win


 








Audrey Smalling alerted us that last month’s Sudoku could not be solved, so we have tested this month’s before setting it – sorry!


++++++


This month’s winner gets the DVD from the award winning comedy series “People like Us”








Our Readers Write…


This is an occasional section of the newsletter where we publish an opinion, issue or piece of news that a reader has brought to us – if there is something you want included in the next newsletter, contact us.





Fix the Web


 A campaign has launched aimed at improving the online experience for disabled people.�A new site called Fix the Web allows disabled and older people to report problems they find when surfing.


There are an estimated six million disabled and older users in the UK but many sites continue to cause problems for them.


The new scheme, launched by charity Citizens Online, will see volunteers report complaints back to site owners.�Fix the Web has set itself the target of getting 10,000 volunteers dealing with 250,000 websites within two years.


Common issues that arise when disabled users surf the web include:


sites which are incompatible with screen readers 


text that is difficult to read 


websites that prohibit access for non-mouse users 


over-fussy and distracting layouts. 


If you want to be involved in making the internet better for all disabled people, volunteer with Fix the Web on their website.


� HYPERLINK "http://fixtheweb.wordpress.com/" �http://fixtheweb.wordpress.com/�


By Rob Jones





Jobs r Us?�Is it fair that there should be a guaranteed interview scheme for people with disabilities, if you meet the essential criteria?


Only certain employers do this scheme and they have to display the positive about disabled people symbol.


I think it is fair. We have been discriminated against for long enough, it’s about time it didn’t happen in the workplace anymore. The only thing I would change is making it every employer, not just a select few, like Wolverhampton Council.


The only place I have worked where they have accepted and worked round my disability was a place called TLC College. Other places have tried, but because of the nature of the job I have had to leave. If a lot more employers were positive about disabled people then a lot more people could stay in work and maybe even get a chance to find a job.





By Megan J.














10th DADA Fest International 


18th November – 3rd December 2010





This year was the 10th year of the Disability & Deaf Arts Festival which is the world’s largest disability and Deaf arts festival and is known as DaDaFest. DaDaFest was created by DaDa, Disability and Deaf Arts, who describe themselves as an “innovative disability arts organisation based in Liverpool and work as a Disability and Deaf arts agency regionally, nationally and internationally since 1984.”





This year, all performances and artistic pieces surrounded the theme of ‘Objects of Curiosity and Desire’ and featured nearly 80 different events, including dance, film, visual art, theatre, performance art, comedy, workshops and conferences. Ruth Gould, the festival’s chief executive, gave an interview to Nerve Magazine and was asked what the theme for DaDaFest 2010 means to her:


 �“We still turn heads, we still get asked intrusive questions, we are still seen as outsiders. The theme ‘Objects of Curiosity and Desire’ acknowledges this, but then turns it on its head to say we are also objects of desire. We are lovely, sexy people and should be acknowledged…like everyone else” 





�





An insight to the festival we recently featured on The Culture Show, on BBC2 Thursday 18th November 2010 at 7:00pm where Mat Fraser had the chance to interview and have a introduced a sneak-peak of, what he considered, the best art, music and performance at this year’s DaDa Fest in Liverpool. 





Ruth Gould, the festival’s chief executive, is excited by the growth of DaDaFest and that changes of perception around the art, music and performances created by Deaf People and Disabled People. She explains:





“This is not just arts by disabled people, it is art being created by artists who happen to be disabled people or Deaf people and have something to say. The conversations are moving away from talking about disability, they are talking about the art. It gives credibility for the artists and their work.”





In the future, DaDa Fest are looking to the promote and combine the festival with links London 2012 Olympics and the 2014 Paralympics.





By Michelle Ward
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