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Police and partners crackdown on illegitimate taxi drivers

POLICE in Wolverhampton are working alongside licensing officers from the City Council to crackdown on unlicensed taxi operators.

Plain clothes officers are working through the night at different locations across the city on a random basis to target unlicensed taxis and those operating illegally.

A recent operation on 2 April resulted in two people being reported for plying for hire. They are being dealt with accordingly by the council’s licensing officers.
Sgt Kevin Whitehouse, from Wolverhampton Police, said: “Illegitimate drivers often ply for trade in the city centre on Friday and Saturday nights, targeting intoxicated revellers who are looking for an easy lift home. This is an offence which can lead to a prosecution for no insurance in addition to other penalties – it’s something we take very seriously.

“People should be able to feel safe when using taxis and private hire vehicles, which is why covert operations like these are so important. It’s not a new initiative but we want to raise awareness of what we are doing and send the message out to illegitimate drivers that they will be caught. We will always support legitimate taxi drivers and we welcome any information on cars operating illegally, so that we can take action.” 

Taxi users in Wolverhampton can also follow this advice to keep safe and to ensure their driver is properly licensed:

· Use a licensed taxi or private-hire vehicle from a well-known firm. 

· Look out for a green plate on the rear of Hackney carriage. 

· If using a private hire vehicle, look out for a yellow plate on the rear, a yellow half-moon door sign on the driver and front passenger door and a yellow illuminated roof sign. 

· Make sure that you have the telephone number of the taxi company you have booked with. 

· When the taxi arrives, ask the name of the person the driver is to collect, as well as their name and company. 

· Do not get into a taxi you have not asked for. 

· If possible, share a taxi with a friend. 

· Always sit in the back; if you chat to the driver, do not give away any personal details. 

· If the driver makes you feel uneasy, ask them to stop at a busy public place and get out. If they refuse to stop, raise the alarm by waving or shouting out of the window. 

Further information about taxi licensing is available on the Wolverhampton City Council website at www.wolverhampton.gov.uk.

For personal safety advice visit www.wolverhamptonpolice.org.uk.

 

Lee Page
Communications Officer

Wolverhampton Local Policing Unit

West Midlands Police

Laundry Boy by Face Front Inclusive Theatre – Arena Theatre – Wednesday 30 March

A play performed in British Sign Language and spoken English with creative audio description integrated into the action.  Sounds good, sounds accessible, it gets better the cast also includes Learning Disabled actors Peter Faventi and Ellen Goodey playing the main characters Martin and Ellen.  
Also in the cast was David Sands whose face I had recognised from Wolverhampton’s Deaf Film Festival.  David was playing Time along with Becky Allen.  The writers of the play Ray Downing and Julie McNamara play Martin’s Mother and Father.

The play starts with a mother showing us a photograph of her missing son asking "have you seen him? My Martin." It is the story of Martin’s time to move on from dependence to independence, time is the important ingredient in the play as Martin’s journey is both terrifying and exciting as he falls, in love, suffers loss and gains a glimpse of who he could be.  
Martin has to choose for himself between the competing forces of a dominant protective Mother, Marjorie, the love of his life, Ellen and his absent Father, Ralph who has never sent a birthday card in 21 years but comes back in his life to teach him the ways of the world in his first ever night out and then deserts him again.     

The play is backed by good use of technology, simple props and the two characters of Time using song and dance to compelling affect.  I thought Time as played by Becky Allen and David Sands were fantastic in their representation of Time as well as their use of BSL. 
The own nature of their characters as well as the use of props meant that BSL users such as myself were able to interpret the play without it ever impeding the flow of the action, so non BSL users wouldn’t be distracted by the signing.  

I thought the play itself was fantastic, as was the acting.  It was a shame that on the night I went the audience was small as it does deserve a much wider audience.  

Also thanks to Arena Theatre for making sure my Assistance Dog Hettie was ok.  

Ian n Hettie 
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Disability Network








What’s Been Happening?





Well the Disability Network partnered up with a few groups involved with the Network to promote our Activity Day on the 12th March. The groups that were involved with the day were, Include Me too, Let Us Play, ABCD Community Development Partnership and Wolverhampton Voluntary Sector Council. Overall the day was a great success with nearly 200 people attending from many different groups covering many different impairments and disabilities. The great thing about the event was that we managed to get children as young as seven doing Yoga with people in their eighties. It was wonderful to see all these people coming together for the first time trying different things and enjoying themselves. It was fun to see people painting, planting bulbs as well as Archery, Tai Chi, Reflexology, Aromatherapy, Cookery and Wii Games.





We managed to have a Healthy Living and Fitness day at Blakenhall Community and Healthy Living Centre on the 24th March. I must say that these days have proved very successful over the past 6 months with over 80 people who have joined the gym and are participating fully in helping to try and adopt a healthier lifestyle. We are lucky enough to be holding our last Healthy Living and Fitness Day on Monday the 9th May from 11am at Blakenhall again. I hope that anyone who has missed out on joining they gym earlier and would like a last chance to join use all the facilities on offer then please get in touch by contacting the One Voice Office.





And finally we have managed to get the network funded for a few more months and we are hoping to put on some type of show or event sometime in August, if everything works out and funds permitting, but as soon as we have more details we will let you all know.








Kevin Bailey.




















Welcome to our newsletter














This newsletter is edited by Clemmie Johnston.





 In this issue we’ve got  an update on the disability network, an article on a paralympian, news on shopmobility, an item on illegal taxi drivers, a review of the play Laundry Boy, and regulars like Cassandra’s column and Sudoku.


The Sudoku winner from December was not listed in the last newsletter – they have been drawn and listed here, with prizes on the way.





 (The views in this newsletter are not always what One Voice thinks, they are those of our contributors)


One Voice gets financial help with our work from Wolverhampton City Council
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Caption describing picture or graphic.





At the AGM 2010


















































Contact us:





One Voice, Regent House


Bath Avenue, Wolverhampton


WV1 4EG





Phone:(0102) 810016


Text (SMS):


0793 201 7007





Email:mail@1voice.org.uk

















E-Mail:


 � HYPERLINK "mailto:someone@example.com" ��someone@example.com�


Web Site:


www.widgets.msn.com





























To mark out 100th issue of the newsletter, we held a photo competition called “Wolverhampton – Access all areas”�the valuable  prize was a digital photographer's starter kit including canon camera, extending les, infra-red filter, mini tripod and camera bag!


We had quite a variety of photos, some of them showed the kind of things we expected, some took a different view - all of them made valid and useful points about disabled people's access in Wolverhampton.�You can see our favourites on the website:�� HYPERLINK "http://www.1voice.org.uk/photocomp/Photocomp.html" �www.1voice.org.uk/photocomp/Photocomp.html��Our judging panel had quite a lot of debate over 2 evenings, before deciding on the winners: 1st Clemmie Johnston, runner-up: Donna Ryan














Who is the man on the front cover of the BT Wolverhampton 2011/2012 Phonebook I hear you ask?









































100th Issue Photo Competition


Here are some of the photos that were entered into our phto competition:





“Wolverhampton – Access all areas”








You can enter up to 3 photos in the competition.





You can send us printed/developed photos, or send them electronically by email.


The photos should be no larger than A4 size. 


Emailed jpgs should be no larger than 500kb each.





To enter the competition, you must be a disabled person who lives or works in Wolverhampton.





The deadline for entries is 1st December, and the winner will be announced in the December Newsletter. We will also print some of our favourite entries.





We are looking for good ideas in the photos you submit, so don’t worry if you are not a great photographer – just get out there and get snapping!
































Did you know that the One Voice website has lots of new pages and help?


You can now get information on money & debt, making a will, funding for your organisation or group, the latest job vacancies, access, changes to tax and benefits, news, events, the disability network, other websites of interest to disabled people, DVD reviews, stories, essays, photos, as well as all you need to know as a disabled citizen in our Disabled People’s Directory.


So why not check it out?


If you don’t have internet at home you can use it for free 1 hour a week at your local library. � HYPERLINK "http://www.1voice.org.uk" �www.1voice.org.uk�








Cassandra’s Column





Any disabled person with a mobility or sensory impairment is likely to have a tale of woe as a result of trying to use the airlines. Aeroplanes are one of those grey areas that were not covered by the Disability Discrimination Act, and the Equality Act does not require equality of access until 2022 .


Court cases clarified the situation by telling RyanAir that it could not charge wheelchair users extra for using their wheelchairs to get around the airport. It was also made clear that while the Disability discrimination Act applied to all of the airport right up to the boarding gate, it does not apply to getting onto and travelling on the planes.


The often criticised, but really quite useful European Parliament stepped in and made laws that aeroplanes had to accommodate disabled people for their flights throughout EEC countries.


You can read a very useful guide about your rights on European Airlines published by the Equality and Human Rights commission have produced a really useful guide called Your Rights to Fly (link at bottom of page).


So how embarrassing is it then, when the UN's "special rapporteur on disability" was not allowed to board his flight from Heathrow to Geneva because he is a wheelchair user?


Its that same old chestnut that EasyJet tossed up last year, it seems the airlines have got together and decided that they will not let wheelchair users on their plane unless they are accompanied. The grounds for this decision is that the wheelchair user will not be able to use the toilet facilities by themselves, so are not allowed to travel by themselves.


Apart from the fact this is grossly unfair because the toilets and the aisle are not designed in an accessible way, it is also a hugely discriminatory assumption to think that a wheelchair user cannot last a 1 hour 40 minute flight without going to the loo.


I reckon what they really mean is that they think the wheelchair user might put some requests upon the flight attendants that drag them away from trying to sell alcohol and rubbish perfumes to their captive audience.





The UN special rapporteur on disability has reported this to the European Parliament, because clearly airlines are deliberately misinterpreting the law, so lets hope Europe sorts them out.





***********


More on ’ we are all in it together’:


Still not feeling it from the Government that we all have to pay fairly for the mistakes of the bankers.


The bankers now have to pay less than they did before this Government came to power, tax evaders can continue to avoid paying tax by putting most of their money in offshore accounts and corporations (that’s what most of the 20 millionaires in the cabinet do) and disabled people? Well we are losing our security, our benefits, the services we use, the voluntary organisations that support us – because it apparently costs too much and we have to tighten our belts – because we are all in it together. The Government thinks its okay to mess up more countries in the Middle East – at a cost of £1 million per BOMB– none of this feels fair to me. And some of us seem to be paying a lot more than others.


****************





The link Cassandra mentions for the booklet on flight rights is:





� HYPERLINK "http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/publications/ehrc_your_right_to_fly.pdf" �www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/publications/ehrc_your_right_to_fly.pdf�
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Send your solution to the office by 20th May with your name and address for a chance to win


 








The winner of December’s Sudoku puzzle was Janet Foster.


The winner of February’s puzzle was Barrie Ward.


++++++


This month’s winner gets a bag of highly prized white tea and a classic fm album to listen to while enjoying the tea! ”








Shopmobility to Stay?





As we all know, the Government are cutting Council’s funding and changes are happening to services that most of our members use.





At the end of March, One Voice was contacted by a concerned member asking if we had heard anything about Shopmobility in Wolverhampton closing. They explained that this was their means of independence around Wolverhampton and was concerned for the great number of people it will affect. 





These concerns were due to the information released through the local press which seemed to be telling people that Shopmobility was definitely going to be affected by these cuts. But is this the truth?





One Voice approached Shopmobility to ask them what was happening in light of the cuts and the concerns from our members. The following information is Shopmobilty’s reply through their Press Release:





Shopmobility is Open for Business





Shopmobility bosses have been swift to reassure staff and customers that the vital service it offers to disabled visitors to the City will continue.





Television coverage on the Council’s Budget 2011/2012 might have given the impression that the service would close. “But nothing could be further from the truth” said Alistair Merrick, Chief Officer, Commercial Services and Public Realm. 





“Central News made it clear in their coverage of the Council’s Budget that Shopmobility would continue despite the savings proposed for the next financial year,” Alistair told City People. “However, the reporter asked local users what would happen if the service were to close – and these ‘vox pop’ interviews could give an entirely false impression.”





“…I’m keen to spell out that the Shopmobility service will continue, but in the review we’re doing, we’re looking at alternative ways to deliver it – possibly through a voluntary sector provider.”





One Voice will let you, the members, know about any changes that we are made aware of but one thing we can say for certain, Shopmobility will continue to support its citizens and visitors to Wolverhampton.








Michelle Ward.

















� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://i.thisis.co.uk/274427/article/images/2655012/1780776.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��� (David) Lee Pearson, CBE, was born on 4th February 1974 and grew up in his home village of Cheedleton, Staffordshire with his Mum, Dad and 2 Brothers.  He was born with a condition called Arthrogryposis, which means his muscles did not grow correctly when he was in the womb. Due to the formation of his limbs, the hospital he was born in placed him in a crib in a broom cupboard; from an article in the Daily Telegraph, he explained how his Mum saw him for the first time:


"She was put in a wheelchair and pushed down a corridor surrounded by a team of about 10 doctors, nurses and psychologists. Finally they stopped at a broom cupboard and there, in the middle of the pile of mops and buckets, was a crib with a cloth over the top. Remember this was 1974 not 1874, but I suppose I was not a pretty sight; my right foot was wrapped round my left knee, my left foot was wrapped round my right knee, my arms and hands were horribly twisted and I had an ugly birthmark covering half my face and the top of my head. Mum took a gulp, picked me up and gave the first of a million cuddles. As a child, he had to have 15 operations and does not have mobility in his ankles or knees and restricted movement in all of his other limbs. His first glimmer of fame came at the age of six when he was awarded the 1980 Children of Courage Award presented by the Prime Minister, Margaret Thatcher, who took such a shine to him that she picked him up and carried him.


Lee’s passion for horses started when his parents took him to ride ponies as a child, because he was unable to join his brothers on their BMX adventures, which gave him a huge amount of freedom. He then began taking lessons at a riding school from the age of just eight years old and it wasn’t long before he began participating in Equestrian event. In 2000, Lee joined the Great Britain team for the Paralympic Games held in Sydney, Australia. It was a nervous time for Lee competing at this level however his skill, grace and partnership with his horses paid off and he won 3 Gold Medals. A fantastic achievement for a first time Paralympian however he did not stop there.


In both Athens 2004 and Beijing 2008 Paralympic Games, Lee did it again. As the front page to his website, � HYPERLINK "http://www.leepearson.co.uk/index.html" �http://www.leepearson.co.uk/index.html�, says�Mr Lee Pearson CBE has Won:


 3 Gold Medals at the Beijing 2008 Paralympic Games!


3 Gold Medals at the Athens 2004 Paralympic Games!!


3 Gold Medals at the Sydney 2000 Paralympic Games!!!


Thats: 100% success over 3 Games!


In the New Year Honours of 2009, Lee was appointed � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commander_of_the_Order_of_the_British_Empire" \o "Commander of the Order of the British Empire" �Commander of the Order of the British Empire� (CBE) and now we look towards the London 2012 Paralympic Games with hopes high for Lee that he continues his 100% success.  
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