DISABLED STUDENTS GOING

TO UNIVERSITY

UCAS APPLICATION
The first thing that any student (whether they are disabled or not) have to do is apply to UCAS.  This has to be done through their school or college.   On the UCAS form the student has to write some personal information, like name, address and their E-mail address etc.  
The next section of the UCAS form asks you about your disability (disability/special needs).  This selection is characterized, which doesn’t always fit your disability so you need to pick the category that applies to you.
Before you apply to UCAS, you need to think and decide which University you would like to go to and which course that you want to study.  You need to pick around two Universities and about three courses and then enter these onto your UCAS application form.  The reason for this is because you may not get onto your first choice of course or into the first University that you are applying for.
The next section on your UCAS form requires you to write some qualifications that you have already achieved.  If you have achieved a lot of qualifications, you only need to state the latest ones and also if you have achieved two separate grades in the same subjects, i.e. GCSE Maths grade E and GCSE Maths grade C, you just need to write your C grade on your application form.
The last section that you need to fill in on your UCAS application form is, your Personal Statement.  This has to be around forty-seven lines long, which can be copied and pasted from a word document.  In your Personal Statement you need to include: a bit about what disability you have got, any work experience you might have had and what you enjoy doing in your spare time.
Once you have filled your part of your UCAS form in, your personal tutor will need to write a reference on it and then submit it to UCAS.  UCAS will then process your application form and then e-mail, to tell you what stage your application is at.
UNIVERSITY OPEN DAYS AND INTERVIEWS
When you have chosen the Universities you would like to study at and what course you would like to undertake, the Universities will contact you and invite you to go to their open day or for an interview.  At both of these (open days and at interviews), you need to sell yourself to that University and show them how good you are and how much you want to study on your chosen course.  If you have assignments that you have been working on or have completed, it is a good idea to take these along with you as this will show at what level you are at! 
ACADEMIC HELP AND PERSONAL SUPPORT

Another thing that you might find useful to take to your University interview is a list of your special requirements.  This list should have things like if you need: a note taker, extra time and specialist equipment: such as a height adjustable desk and a key guard.
If you require personal support when you are at University, i.e. toileting and meal times, you need to provide a Personal Assistant yourself; as this is no longer supplied by Colleges or Universities.
FEES

Around February before you start University in September, you need to apply for your fees to enable you to go to University.  The place where you apply to is Student Finance England, who will send you all the necessary forms for you to fill in.  One of these forms is about 38 pages long, which will take you a long time to complete.   If you can’t fill these forms in yourself you can ask somebody else to fill them in on your behalf.  Also if you have problems signing forms for yourself, you can have somebody else to sign them for you; if they have power of attorney for you.
These forms go back to Student Finance England, who will see how much money you are entitled to.  The information below is a guide as to what your grant will be made up of, which will be paid into your bank account; to use on things like: books and equipment.  For any further advice on fees or grants, visit www.wrv.ac.uk/moneymatters.
HND and Foundation Degrees
studying full time at Wolverhampton starting in 2009/10
Funding from the Department of Innovation, Universities and Skills
Fees £1650 per year - Student fee loan available to meet all of this cost*
	Family Income
	Maintenance Grant
	Maintenance Loan
	Maintenance Loan

	As assessed by Student Finance
	
	Living independently
	Living with parents

	
	
	
	

	£25,000 and under
	£2,906
	£3,497
	£2,385

	£30,000
	£1,906
	£3,997
	£2,885

	£34,000
	£1,106
	£4,397
	£3,285

	£40,000
	£711
	£4,595
	£3,483

	£50,020
	£50
	£4,925
	£3,813

	£50,778
	£0
	£4,950
	£3,838

	£55,000
	£0
	£4,106
	£2,994

	£60,000
	£0
	£3,564
	£2,763


Figures subject to final confirmation
Bachelor Degree courses (BSc/BA/BEng/BEd/LLB) studied full time at Wolverhampton starting in 2009/10
Funding from the Department of Innovation. Universities and Skill

 Fees £3225 per year.   Student fee loan available to meet all of this cost*
	Family
	Maintenance
	Maintenance
	Maintenance

	Income
	Grant
	Loan
	Loan

	As assessed by Student Finance
	
	Living independently
	Living with parents

	
	
	
	

	£25,000 and under
	£2,906
	£3,497
	£2385

	£30,000
	£1,906
	£3,997
	£2,885

	£34,000
	£1,106
	£4,397
	£3,285

	£40,000
	£711
	£4,595
	£3,483

	£50,020
	£50
	£4,925
	£3,813

	£50,778
	£0
	£4,950
	£3,838

	£55,000
	£0
	£4,106
	£2,994

	£60,000
	£0
	£3,564
	£2,763


* Students with previous study in higher education should check whether this affects their entitlement to help with Student Finance England
Start Right Bursary from the University of Wolverhampton
For households where the family income (as assessed by Student Finance) is:
Up to £25,000
Start Right Bursary of £500 per year
£25,001 - £35,000
Start Right Bursary of £300 per year
Bursaries do not have to be repaid Figures subject to final confirmation
ADDITIONAL GRANTS from Student Finance - 2009/10
DEPENDANTS' ALLOWANCES
Husband, wife, other adult dependant,
£2642
Parents Learning Allowance
£1508
CHILDCARE GRANT      For registered or approved childcare
85% of childcare costs
Up to £148.75 per week for one child
£255 for 2 or more children in childcare
AH of the above grants are means tested against family income
Allowances for children now paid through Child Tax Credit (Inland Revenue)
Standard maximum payment: 1 child
£2630 per year
2 children       £4715 per year
3 children       £6800 per year
PART TIME STUDENTS on undergraduate courses £206.25 per 15 credit module (£825 for 60 credits)
Maximum grants for fees in 2009/10:
£805 if studying   50% + of course
£970
60% +
£1210
75%
Income threshold for maximum help: £16,510. No support at £27,506.
Disregard £2000 for a partner, £2000 for first child and £1000 for each subsequent child
Grant for books and equipment £260
REDUCED RATE OF LOAN for NHS degree students
Away from home       £2324
With parents
£1744
DISABLED STUDENTS' ALLOWANCE
Maximum full time
Maximum part time
Non medical personal helper
£20,520
£15,390
Major items of specialist equipment £5,161
£5,161
Other disability related expenditure   £ 1,724
£ 1,29

Accommodation
If you are living near your chosen University, you won’t need to think about accommodation.  If however, you are going to live at the University you need to start looking at what the disabled accommodation is like.  Universities will have some disabled accessible accommodation in their halls of residents, which will have low-level kitchens and disability friendly bathrooms.  If you require a personal assistant to help you with personal care, you need to arrange this yourself as the University doesn’t supply them.
