Making a Will

Why make a will?
A will is a legal document that takes care of your financial issues when you die, it allows you to leave money and things to other people, decide what you want to happen to your remains, and state who you want to make sure the will is carried out (your executor).
You can write a will yourself, but it is best to have someone else look at it, such as a solicitor or someone at Citizen’s Advice Bureau.
For your will to be valid, you must be 18 years or over.

Will Making Services

Some of the bigger Trades Unions, including Unison, PCS and the Fire Brigade and teaching Unions offer free or cheap will writing services, so check with your Union Rep.

 Some Home Insurance schemes and Bank accounts include a will writing service – check your policy

Every March & October a scheme called free wills runs. It is for over 55s and is run in different towns every year, so you need to find out if it is covering your town/city. The scheme offers a free solicitor will writing service to eligible people, and you can find out more about it here http://www.freewillsmonth.org.uk/

In November each year a scheme called Will Aid is run. 
Over 1,000 solicitors nationwide offer their services for free as part of this scheme.

Will Aid is free, but the scheme encourages you to make a charitable donation of around £85, but you can still use the service if you do not donate.[The donated money goes to various UK charities].
To access the Will Aid scheme you can visit the website: http://www.willaid.org.uk/
Or telephone 0300 0300 013 to find your nearest participating solicitor.

You can make a simple will, online for as little as £30 at http://www.makingawill.org.uk/ , although there have been news reports that some online will making services do not include all the necessary information.

You can download free simple will pro formas here:

http://www.compactlaw.co.uk/free-legal-documents.html
or you can use the outline in this leaflet as a basis for writing a will relevant to you.

Your will should include:

Your will must be in writing, signed by you, and 2 witnesses must sign it while you are there. The date of signatures must be recorded on the will.
The will should not be signed by someone who is a beneficiary or spouse/civil partner of a beneficiary.
For a will to be valid, the person writing it must do so voluntarily, without hindrance or pressure. The person must be aware of what s/he is doing. 

*
how much money and what property and possessions you have – this can include  insurance policies, savings, shares, premium bonds, houses, cash, even things like your garden tools or cd collection if you wish.

*
who you want to benefit from your will  (the Beneficiaries) –you should list the people (or charities) and what you want to leave them.

*
who should look after any surviving children under 18 years of age

*
who is going to sort out your estate and carry out your wishes after your death (The Executor).

*
Dated Signatures of you and 2 witnesses who are not beneficiaries.

If you want a relative or friend to act as your Executor, you should ask them, as it carries responsibilities like meeting the requirements of your will, doing paperwork, paying off any debts you have from your estate etc. 

You can change a will by adding a codicil. The codicil should be signed by you and 2 witnesses. The witnesses don’t have to be the same as in the main will, but the same rule about beneficiaries applies.

If you are making some complicated changes to your will, it is better to write a new one.

WILL  (possible outline)

1.  This is the last Will & testament of ……(your full name)…………
of…………… (your full address) ……………………….………………
2.  I hereby revoke all former Wills and codicils made by me and declare this to be my last Will and Testament.
3.  I APPOINT ……full name of executor (s/he/they cannot be a witness as well as executor)…………………
of………..(full address of executor)…………………………………
to be the Executor of this my Will provided s/he shall survive me by 30 days but if s/he shall predecease me or otherwise fail to survive me by 30 days or otherwise be unable or unwilling to act then I appoint
 (full name of another executor – s/he cannot be a witness) ……
of…… (2nd executor’s full address) 
to be Executors of my Will and Trustees of my Estate (hereinafter called “my Trustees”).
4. LEGACIES

I GIVE the following Legacies subject to any tax being payable by the person/organisation receiving the legacies:

(name of person/organisation, how much/what they are getting)

(name of person/organisation, how much they are getting)

Or: 

NO Legacies are to be given under this Will.

5. Personal Property
I leave  all my real and personal property to ………
……………………. (name and relationship of person eg my civil partner Jonathon smith)  ………………………………………
after payment of all my just debts, funeral and testamentary expenses, for her own use and benefit absolutely.
  If you wish instead to leave specific items to particular people, section 5 might look like this:

I wish to leave the following items, free from all charges and duties, as follows: 

1. To my daughter, fanny come Lately – all of my cds

2. To my neighbour mr bookworm of 10 thinkers close, wv3 4pp – all of my books

3. To my friend, Stuart Andrew Smith – the car i own at my death

4. To my sister, Susie Sioux, of 3 heath town wv12 0rr – my garden tools.

I leave the residue of my estate to my husband/partner bill bloggs.

6. I REQUEST that my body be buried / cremated and (ashes buried/ scattered over....)the expenses relating to my funeral shall be a first charge on my estate.

(only include item 6 if you have requests in relation to the disposal of your body/ashes –
Eg: I wish to be cremated and my ashes scattered over bilston market the expenses relating to my funeral shall be a first charge on my estate.
 if you do not have any wishes regarding your remains, omit this section)
SIGNED by the above named in our presence and by us in his 





Testator (you sign here)

 date:_____________
First Witness

Signed:





Name:

Address:

Occupation:

Second Witness

Signed:





Name:

Address:

Occupation:

Note: Destroy any previous will once this one is signed
Note: you should replace the red text with your own relevant details
