Design Access Statements – A One Voice short guide
Design Access Statements – A One Voice short guide

Design Access Statements – A One Voice short guide
 
[image: image1]
	What are they?
	Since Autumn 2006, all non-domestic planning applications are required to have a Design Access Statement. This is a statement addressing how the project intends to meet the access needs of various people including disabled people. Access statement should be available for anyone to look at, at the planning department. They are a living document, and should be added to throughout the design and build process.
They need to state specifically how access issues have been dealt with throughout the design.

The access statement should include transport links, drop-offs, parking, and how the site takes into account current public transport provision, one way systems etc.

The statement must also account for how everyone can move through the site on equal terms.

Where good design practice cannot be met, the access statement has to say why, and what other things are being done to reduce the access barrier.

These elements potentially have a positive impact on disabled people’s ability to use a building or site on more equal terms.

The detail of the access statement will depend upon the size and scope of the project, but the Disability Rights Commission also advises that where relevant the access statement include details of professionals consulted and advice taken, and consultations planned or made with people with various impairments, and how their opinions influenced design.



	What can we do?
	This is an area that disabled people’s groups can use to become more involved in the planning and development process.

We can ask to see the access statement for a particular project, 
Build or refurbishment. These are usually kept at the Council planning 
department.
We can continue to work with Wolverhampton City Council, through 

our access group.

We can have an input on new plans and projects that effect our lives 

as disabled citizens.

You can get involved in improving our city. 

If you are a disabled person interested in joining our access group, or 

want to find out more, contact us: mail@1voice.org.uk
tel: 01902 810016

write/visit: Regent House, Bath Avenue, Wolverhampton, WV1 4EG.
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